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importance in those patients who come—ns many of my own do—from a 
distance, and can niTord neither the time nor the money for a prolonged 
absence from home. The tannic ncid in the qninia mixture is not a solvent 
for the qninia, like the aromatic sulphuric acid, but is an important addi¬ 
tion to the mixture in its remedial effects. 

I beg to odd one suggestion, the result of the experience of many years. 
In all these cases of chronic inflammation of the eye and its appendages, 
the practitioner should see that the patients are not in the habit of wetting 
the hair daily. It is a subject that I never have omitted inquiring into for 
many years, and I do not hesitate to affirm that very many of these cases 
of chronic inflammation of the eye and its nppendaps, as well as of rha 
ear and throat, nre produced and kept up by this habit of wetting the linir. 
The hair is not dried at once, but a slow evaporation is kept up for hours 
from the head, chilling all the parts beneath and contiguous. I always 
forbid even damping the brush, in arranging children’s hair, but, if neces¬ 
sary, permitting the use of oil, to which the objections urged cannot apply. 

January 27,1869. 


Aet. IX .—Surgical Cases. By Alex. P. Hall, M. D. of Mobile, Ala. 

(Communicated by J. C. Nott, M. D.) 

Case I. Neuralgia of leg; Amputation of leg at lower third, and afler- 
tcards at knee-joint; recovery.—SI. D., aged thirty-six, admitted into Mo¬ 
bile Citv Hospital, January, I860, for excessive neuralgia in leg—both bone, 
or which were fractured by a musket ball, about the junction of middle and 
lower thirds, at the battle of Murfrecsborough, Tennessee on the i 31st.of 
Deccmlier. 1862. He had been taken at the time to a hospital, as supposed 
in a dying condition, and amidst the confusion and mass of work pressing on 
the surgeons, received no attention. Nature, however, came to the rescue, 
ami the'bones united, but with much deformity. The 

drawing upon the heel produced an anterior angular deform ty, the bonra 
uniting at an angle of about 160°. The displacement was such as to pre¬ 
clude the possibility of satisfactory locomotion. . 

He entered the Mobile Hospital to obtain relief from excessive neuralgia 
in and around the point of fracture. He was treated for three months 
with a variety of local and constitutional remedies with no satisfactory 
result—lie was greatly emaciated and debilitated, and the neuralgic pains 
had increased. About the middle of April, 1806, as a dernier rraort the 
leg was amputated two and a half inches below the kn ^I® ,nt - 
was rapid—the stump did well-lie regained flesh and was soon in I s 
usual health ; though it was just the case from which sloughing and secon¬ 
dary hemorrhage might have been reasonably expected._ 

He continued well for eight months, when pain commenced in the 
Stamp, which was benefited by palliatives. Fearing that another opera- 
tion might become necessary, every effort was made to mvi 0 orate his 
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general health. He however gradually grew worse, and was reduced 
almost to death’s door, before he would consent to another operation 
which he finally did. 

Hr. J. C. Nott, then of Mobile, performed the second operation, by 
making a long skin flap in front and a short musculnr one behind, disarticu¬ 
lating the joint and removing the patella, without disturbing the condyles. 

The case at this juncture was extremely unpromising. At the end of 
the third day after the operation, inflammation set in, followed by profuse 
suppuration, and we confidently looked for a fatal result. The patient, 
however, was sedulously watched and the indications promptly met. Ilis 
strength was maintained by stimulants, tonics, and nourishment. On the 
eighth day the ligatures on the sural arteries came away, relieving our 
minds of the danger of secondary hemorrhage. On the 15th day the flaps 
showed decided improvement, and gentle traction removed the ligature on 
the popliteal artery. 

Everything now went on satisfactorily till the wound was nearly healed, 
when phlegmonous inflammation attacked the stump, extending up the 
thigh,^resulting in abscesses on each side beneath the fascia lata. Blue 
mass sj with 5ij of axung. was applied to the parts with highly satisfac¬ 
tory results, in controlling the spread of the inflammation and lessening 
pain. Under the use of quinia, tinct of iron, opium, etc., the patient made 
a good recovery, and left the hospital wearing one of the artificial limbs 
supplied to disabled soldiers by the State of Alabama. After residing in 
New Orleans for two years, he returned to Mobile wearing simply a wooden 
pin leg, which he says is quite comfortable—generul health good. 

The ends of the tibia and fibula, examined after the operation, were 
found to be in a well-marked state of fatty degeneration. 

This case is one of interest in connection with the discussion on the pro¬ 
priety of amputation at the knee-joint. A more dilapidated and unfavour¬ 
able subject for an operation could not present, and there is little reason 
to doubt that the case would have terminated fatally, had the operation 
been performed in the thigh. 

Case II. Gunshot wound of leg; Jlcseclion first of head of fibula and 
aflcricards through lower third of thigh; recovery. —C. II., age 47, ad¬ 
mitted into Mobile Charity Hospital, June, 1867, suffering from pistol ball 
wound of head of left fibula, inflicted six weeks previously. The wound was 
suppurating freely and discharging detritus of bone. A consultation was 
held, and the wound again explored more thoroughly. The patient being 
feeble and greatly reduced, it was determined to resect the head of the fibula, 
whilst under chloroform. This was done without any benefit, the suppura¬ 
tion continuing unabated, showing that the ball hud penetrated the knee- 
joint. The history of the case pointed to this fact, which was verified 
afterwards. The wound was from an accidental shot of a pistol, in the 
patient’s own hand, while stepping down from a door. The limb being 
flexed, the ball struck the head of fibula, and mude its way to the space 
between the internal condyle and head of tibia, where it was found nine 
weeks after the accident. 

The patient was very unruly, and it was not till six weeks after the 
accident that he entered the hospital, when he was in a deplorable condi¬ 
tion, exhausted in body, enfeebled in intellect, and suffering great pain. 
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lie still resisted nil attempts at an operation for three weeks longer, until 
it was evident he could not hold out much longer, when he yielded to nd- 
Yice. 

The case was almost desperate, and on consultation amputation was 
advised through lower third of thigh. While under the effect of chloroform 
and alcohol, the amputation was performed by making a long anterior 
skin, and a posterior short muscular flap—the joint being disarticulated 
and the patella removed. The ball was found resting between the head of 
tibia and internal condyle, and was not flattened. The position of the 
leg had been all the while at right angles with thigh, and Grraly fixed. The 
internal condyle was much roughened and so carious as to require a portion 
of both to be removed to level them, and at the same time avoiding the 
medullary canal. The popliteal and sural arteries were tied, and all went 
on well, the patient making a rapid recovery. He is now living in New 
Orleans, going about on a wooden leg, and performing the duties of a 
watchman. 

Taking into consideration the unpromising condition of this patient, 
this case, in connection with the last, bears strongly on the question of 
amputation at the knee-joint. 

Case III. Incised wound of abdomen ; Protrusion of bowels. —H. B., 
aged about 32 years, of Rockford, Maine, mate of the Argentine Barque 
Buenos Ayres, was stabbed by a sailor with a common sheath knife, about 
seven o’clock A M., on the third of January, 1868, whilst in the Bay of 
Mobile, about forty miles below the city. 

The wound was a clean cut ,of about three-quarters of an inch long 
by the side of the navel; through it protruded about eighteen inches of the 
small bowel. He was put into a row boat and brought to the city, where 
lie arrived and was carried to the Providence Infirmary (under the charge 
of the Sisters of Charity), about eight o’clock P. AL, nearly thirteen 
hours ufter the injury. He presented the picture of a dying man. The 
attempt to reduce the bowel by taxis proved unavailing, and from his 
condition chloroform was most positively contraindicated. The bowel was 
tightly constricted and thoroughly congested, presenting a bluish-purple 
tint, and in fact appeared to be dead, but owing to the extensive exudation 
that was going on from the surface, the blood reappeared us soon as wiped 
off, of a dark colour similar to muddy coffee. A probe-pointed bistoury 
was guided into the wound by a director, and a slight cut upwards was 
made in the abdominal walls, parallel with the linea alba, which allowed 
the protruded bowel to be returned, after being washed with warm water, 
and dried with a piece of soft linen. The wound was immediately closed 
with silver wire sutures passed deeply into the muscular structure, and a 
compress and bandage applied over the whole of the abdominal walls. 
Stimulants and light nourishments were given in small quantities by 
enemata, and by the mouth to sustain his strength, and not if possible 
occasion any action on the bowels, their quietude being my anchor of hope; 
opium was given pretty freely to attain this point. 

The patient passed a good night and slept quite well. On the third 
day the bandage and compress were removed, when it was fouud that the 
wound had united by the first intention. Up to this time the parts had 
been kept pretty well soaked by a lotion of equal parts of tincture of 
arnica and water; over this was laid a coarse towel wet from time to time 
with warm water, covered by oiled silk. 
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Xo untoward symptom set up, and on the fifth day the sutures were 
removed from the wound—less quantity of opium given, and the patient’s 
diet was increased from toast and barley water to oyster soup. From this 
time on all went well, and on the morning of the thirteenth day of 
January, 18G8, he took four compound cathartic pills, and in the 
course of the day had two fine alvine evacuations, the first in ten days, 
showing conclusively that the canal was in its integrity. Three days after¬ 
wards he left the Infirmary and sailed for Europe with a cargo of cotton; 
since then no tidings have reached ns of his welfare, though it is reasonable 
to suppose that he did not suffer from the injury inflicted. 


Art. X. Ovariotomy , in winch “ Pocketing the Pedicle ” was per¬ 
formed. Recovery. By J. Ford Prioleau, M. D., Physician to 

Roper Hospital, Charleston, S. C. 

Mrs. G. presented herself for treatment April 23, 1808, giving the fol¬ 
lowing history of herself. She was aged 31, a widow, had been married 
but a few weeks prior to the death of her husband ; native of Ireland, hut 
had resided in Charleston, S. C., for fifteen years; her health had been l 
perfect until two years ago, when she began to suffer from attacks of nausea 
and vomiting, which had latterly increased in frequency, coming on about 
every two weeks at irregular intervals. Excepting this and an enlargement 
of the abdomen, with a rather diminished quantity of urine, her health was 
still good; her menstrual functions had always been regularly performed; 
she had never conceived About two years ago she observed that her abdomen 
had increased and continued to enlarge, until it now obtained an immense 
size. Her appearance was that of health, although there was a slight yellow 
tinge of the conjunctiva. A carefully conducted physical examination re¬ 
vealed no abnormal condition of any of the organs. The respiration was 
rather hurried, and so was the heart’s action, but nothing exhibiting disease 
could be detected. The spleen and liver, as well as could be examined through 
the distended abdomen, seemed also healthy. The size of the abdomen was 
beyond that of pregnancy at term, symmetrical, and imparting the sensa¬ 
tion of fluctuation to the touch. She had just passed through a regular 
menstrual period. Digestion good ; bowels regular. Slept well, but re¬ 
quired to have her shoulders much elevated. A few days after this she was 
tapped, and over three gallons of a rather thick, highly albuminous, choco¬ 
late coloured fluid drawn off; she experienced entire relief from the opera* 
tion. 

In a very short time the fluid again commenced to accumulate, and when 
after a few weeks I was sent for the abdomen was ns distended as before. 
The fluid was again removed and presented the same appearance; about 
the same amount escaped. 

A careful examination detected an ovarian tumour, and with her con¬ 
sent an operation for its removal was determined upon, which was done 
upon the 10th of August, iu the presence of several medical gentlemen of 
the city. # . , 

An iucision was made about six inches in length, slightly to the rigni 



